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DOES THE REPUBLICAN PARTY NEED RE- 
ORGANIZATION! 

BY SENATOR JOSEPH ST. DOLPH, OF OREGON". 



There has been some talk, since the result of the late Presi- 
dential election became known, concerning the necessity for a 
re-organization of the Republican party. Just what is meant by 
re- organization is not clear. If it is only proposed that changes 
shall be made in the methods of conducting political campaigns, 
in order to secure a better canvass and more accurate information 
as to the political affiliations or preferences of electors ; to bring 
those who are temporarily charged with the management of the 
campaign and the party leaders into touch with the masses, and 
to provide a more effective means for reaching the individual 
voter, no one will question the necessity. 

We have, as a people, largely outgrown spectacular campaign 
methods. Political campaigu speeches no longer produce the 
effect they once did. Effective campaign work iu the future re- 
quires educational and intellectual methods, thoroughly organized 
local committees and intelligently directed local effort. If, how- 
ever, this suggestion of a necessity for the re-organization of the 
party is but a form of complaint against the managers of the 
late contest, or if it is intended as a reflection upon the capacity 
and fidelity of party leaders, National or State, the imputation is 
not justified by facts. 

There is no good reason for attributing the defeat of the Re- 
publican party to the mismanagement of those who were in charge 
of the campaign. To do this would be to belittle the struggle 
through which we have just passed and to overlook the real 
causes of defeat. Nor is the defeat, in my judgment, justly 
chargeable to the protective tariff policy or other policies of the 
Republican party. The principles of the party have not changed 
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since 1888, when they were endorsed by the people in the elec- 
tion of Mr. Harrison. 

Neither can defeat be justly attributed to the re-nomination of 
Mr. Harrison. Even his political opponents concede his ability 
and the strength and marked individuality of his administration, 
which has been conducted with fidelity to the principles of his 
party, and which will pass into history as one of the ablest, purest 
and most successful this country has ever had. Whatever may be 
their party affiliations all Americans can point with pride to Pres- 
ident Harrison as a typical American. 

The cause of defeat lies deeper than any I have mentioned. 
There is and has been for some time throughout the entire coun- 
try a feeling of discontent, which has manifested itself in many 
ways. It defeated the Republican party in 1884, overthrew the 
Cleveland Administration in 1888, and again reversed the popular 
verdict in 1892. 

This spirit of unrest, this warfare with existing conditions, in 
which " Past and to come seem best and things present worst," 
is not confined to this country, but is manifest everywhere, find- 
ing more vigorous expression in the great centres of population, 
such as gave the large Democratic majorities at the late election. 
If this discontent were only local the cause of it might be attri- 
buted to party policy, but as it is widely diffused throughout the 
civilized world and is to be found in places where conditions are 
altogether dissimilar, in absolute monarchies and republics alike, 
it cannot be charged to any party. 

There were no doubt minor causes which contributed to the 
result of the late election. But the principal cause appears to 
have been this widespread discontent, the visible manifestations 
of which were mainly the hostility- of labor to capital and opposi- 
tion to the party charged for the time being with the enforcement 
of the laws and the maintenance of order. By its real or supposed 
i grievances against capital the discontented laboring element was 
prepared to charge all its alleged wrongs to existing conditions. 
Domestic competition has been for years steadily forcing down 
the prices of the products of human labor and reducing the 
income derived from capital invested in productive industries, 
while laborers have demanded and secured increased wages and 
fewer hours of work. Under these conditions the conflicts 
between labor and capital which have taken place were inevitable, 
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and naturally resulted in a tendency of the laboring classes to 
ally themselves with the party which has persistently charged all 
labor troubles to the policy of the party in power. 

The Eepublican tariff policy is designed for the protection of 
American capital, as well as of American labor, so as to secure 
the investment of capital in industries which give employment 
to labor and secure fair wages to the laborer. Labor appears to 
have arrayed itself against the party of protection because capital 
shared in the beneficent results of the protective policy, and it 
must be left to learn by experience what it cannot be taught by 
precept. It will soon learn that every blow aimed at American 
industries will fall heaviest upon American labor. 

It could hardly be expected that the experience of one genera- 
tion would be sufficient for two succeeding ones. Further ex- 
perience under free trade seems to be now necessary to convince 
the people of this country that the protective system is indispen- 
sable to national and individual prosperity. 

If, again, by the re-organization of the Eepublican party is 
meant the abandonment of those principles of the party which are 
supposed to have met with popular disapproval, such a re-organiza- 
tion is impossible. It would involve a final dissolution of the party. 
Any party which can adopt new principles to meet every chance 
emergency, and which has no higher aim than public plunder, is 
not worthy to receive, and cannot hope long to retain, the support 
of that portion of the country without which no party can succeed. 
It has been gravely suggested that the Republican party should 
seek success by an abandonment or a modification of its position 
upon the tariff, by the adoption of some modified financial prop- 
osition which would satisfy a supposed popular demand, or by 
a formal declaration against federal control of federal elections. 
The Eepublican party must look for success in the triumph of 
its principles, and not by trimming its sails to catch every popu- 
lar breeze. 

The results of elections in this country, owing to election 
methods in vogue in some portions of the Union, cannot be 
accepted as intelligent and deliberate expressions of the popular 
will, and if they could, it is better for parties, as well, as for 
individuals, to be in the minority and be right, than to be 
wrong and be with the majority. To abandon the tenets of the 
party because of an occasional adverse popular verdict would be 
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to invite contempt and to court destruction. Popular opinion is 
not always right. History proves that the " Hosanna" of yester- 
day is often the cruel and malevolent " Crucify him ! " of to-day. 
As has been said, " He who in this nineteenth century echoes the 
cry that the voice of the multitude is the voice of God is just the 
man who, if he had been born two thousand years ago, would 
have been the loudest and hoarsest in that cringing crowd of 
slaves who bowed before a prince invested with the delegated 
majesty of Home and cried, It is the voice of God and not of man." 

If the principles of the Kepublican party are right, instead of 
abandoning them or wavering in its purposes, it should be true to 
them, and let disorganizing elements slough off, until, with 
united ranks, it is prepared to achieve victory, or, if necessary 
for the sake of its principles, to suffer defeat again. 

If free trade, free coinage or any of the current wild finan- 
cial and other visionary schemes are to prevail, it will not be 
under Kepublican rule. Republicans believe that " the greatest 
friend of truth is time," and expect Republican principles to 
vindicate themselves. They confidently believe that the experi- 
ence of the people under one Democratic administration, with 
no obstacle in the way of carrying out its policy, will be sufficient 
to cause the reversal of the popular verdict, and place the Repub- 
lican party again in power. 

The Republican party in the future, as in the past, must be 
courageous and aggressive for the right. As it believes that the 
prosperity of the country requires that every dollar of our cur- 
rency, whether of gold, silver or paper, shall be of equal purchas- 
ing and debt-paying power, it will in the future as in the past be 
found contending for honest money. As it believes that our his- 
tory as a nation teaches that all our national and individual pros- 
perity has been the result of the protective policy, it will be found 
advocating protection of American industries. It will adhere 
to its position in favor of pure and fair elections. Whatever 
differences of opinion there may be concerning the expediency of 
legislation to extend to all the electors of the United States, in 
the exercise of the right of suffrage at federal elections, the pro- 
tection of the laws of the United States, the Republican party is 
not likely to abandon the position either that Congress has con- 
stitutional power to enact such legislation or that it is now neces- 
sary for the protection of the political rights of citizens. 
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The federal government was formed by and for all the people 
of the Union and it is supreme within the limitations of the federal 
constitution in all the States and over every citizen of the 
Republic. The power to preserve its constitutional prerogatives 
and to see that the electors of the Union are not deprived of their 
constitutional right to control and give direction to the federal 
government has not only been wisely but necessarily conferred 
upon Congress, and the grant of power carries with it the duty of 
its exercise when necessary. 

Above all, the Republican party will continue to stand, as it 
has always stood, as a bulwark against all efforts to minimize the 
power of the national government, as the inheritor of the prin- 
ciples of the great men who formed the constitution and secured 
its adoption, as the exponent of the views of the great Chief 
Justice, John Marshall, concerning the constitutional powers of 
the States and of the federal government, — of those great prin- 
ciples which he annunciated and which to-day give life and vigor 
to the federal constitution and power to the national govern- 
ment to do the things which are necessary for the national pros- 
perity and the welfare of the people. 

The Republican party, wedded to truth, duty, and patriotism, 
needs but to be true to itself. It needs no re-organization which 
involves an abandonment of its principles or a change of its pur- 
poses. In any declaration of principles the party must go for- 
ward tod not backward. During its entire history it has reso- 
lutely grappled with new questions as they have arisen and may 
be expected to do so in the future. I will not venture to predict 
the advance steps which the party may be expected to take, but 
will suggest a matter which might well be made prominent in the 
next declaration of party principles. It is the subject of immi- 
gration, now demandingthe serious consideration of the American 
people. The rush of foreigners to our shores is so great and the 
immigration is of such a character as seriously to test our powers 
of assimilation if not to menace our institutions. The annual 
increase by immigration of artisans, mechanics and laborers causes 
undue competition with labor in this country. Some effective 
legislation is demanded for the preservation of American institu- 
tions and the protection of American labor. 

On the 4th of March next the Democratic party will assume 
full responsibility for the national administration. The Repub- 
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lican party will retire from the administration with a record of 
which it need not be ashamed, and which will grow brighter as 
time advances. It will await with confidence that vindication of 
its principles which time is sure to bring, and which a trial of 
Democratic policy will hasten. 

The late contest was understood on both sides to be mainly 
between the tariff policies of the two great parties. The success 
of the Republican party, it was believed, would insure the con- 
tinuance of the protective policy for another four years ; the suc- 
cess of the Democratic party, it was supposed, would insure a 
trial of the Democratic tariff policy, as declared in its national 
platform. If a reversal of the present tariff policy does not take 
place when the Democratic party comes into control of both 
branches of Congress, it will be apparent that the party has come 
into power under false pretences, conclusive evidence that its as- 
saults upon the Republican economical and financial policies were 
made for political effect only, and that it was not sincere in its 
declaration of principles in its national platform. 

Prompt action by the incoming administration will be better 
for the country than delay. If free trade is a good thing for the 
country we cannot have it too soon. If it is not, that can now 
be satisfactorily shown only by experience. If the Democratic 
party does not intend to overthrow the protective system, the 
sooner that fact is demonstrated the better. The threat to our 
industries by the declaration in its national platform and by its 
success cannot fail to have a demoralizing effect upon our indus- 
tries. In fact, such an effect is already apparent. It would be 
far better that the threatened blow should fall at once, or the fear 
of it be removed at once, than that the business of the country 
should be indefinitely held in suspense and apprehension. 

It is idle for the Democratic party to seek to evade the respons- 
ibility incident to its lease of power or the consequences of a 
practical test of its principles. Those who have been made to 
believe that a protective tariff is a fraud and a robbery of the 
consumer will naturally demand speedy, relief from the alleged 
burdens imposed by the present tariff laws. After years of dis- 
cussion of the tariff question and of denunciation of the present 
tariff laws, they will not be satisfied with being assured that 
"nothing will be done rashly " or with the statement that it will 
take an indefinite time and protracted investigation to determine 
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what legislation is desirable. They will demand that a special 
session of Congress be called by the incoming administration to 
enact tariff legislation and that the country shall not be left 
longer than necessary under the alleged burdens of Republican 
tariff and financial legislation. 

For years the discussion of almost all political questions has 
led up to, or has been diverted to, the tariff, and nearly all the 
evils in this country, trusts, strikes, monopolies, the unequal dis- 
tribution of wealth, the depression of agriculture, farm mort- 
gages, low wages, poverty, corrupt elections and bad government, 
have been persistently charged to the protective policy by Demo- 
cratic orators, in and out of Congress, and by the Democratic 
press. If now, when the Democratic party has the power to de- 
stroy, with a blow, this alleged cause of so many evils, it does not 
do it, the farmers and laborers, who have been made to believe that 
a tariff for revenue will bring them prosperity, will insist on know- 
ing why the protective policy has in the eyes of the Democratic 
leaders suddenly become too sacred for the profane touch of De- 
mocracy. 

The Democratic party will find that cowardice and inaction 
will be as dangerous as fidelity to its principles, and that whatever 
policy it pursues will lead to its discomfiture and the restoration 
of the Republican party to power. 

Joseph N. Dolph. 



